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Clinical Case Template


WE CANNOT PROCESS YOUR CLINICAL CASE UNTIL 
YOU CAN MEET THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

· I have read the guidelines for authors.

· All clinical case MUST be submitted online using this template. 

· Tables, images and multimedia files must be uploaded separately on our platform submission.

· Articles should be no more than 2,500 words (tables and references included) in length and include a maximum of 12 references.

· It is essential that you list the learning points of the case.
these are the messages that readers should remember when dealing with their own patients.


· You must have signed informed consent from patients (or relatives/guardians) prior to publication. 
These documents will not be required during submission but can be asked at any time. 
The application of this rule is the full responsibility of the first author of the clinical case.

· All authors (maximum 6 allowed) have approved the submission
The first author of the clinical case should take responsibility for the integrity of the work as a whole.
Clinical cases should have a maximum of 6 authors, of which at least one must have been involved in the patient’s care. Each one of them must have contributed significantly to the submitted work. Individuals only involved in the patient’s care should be listed in the acknowledgements and not as authors.

· The article is original
Should we detect any significant overlap with other publications and the article will be automatically rejected with no right of appeal.
If your submission is a modification of a conference poster or abstract, please ensure that you mention it in your cover letter.


Full details of the Clinical Cases Processing Charges are available on our website

	PLEASE DELETE THESE PAGES BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR ARTICLE



Complete the template below.
Before starting each section delete the text below each title.
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	Title of the case report 
Maximum 20 words. 
Do not include “a case report” in the title. Do not use cryptic or humorous titles. Keep the title clinical and straight forward - this way people are more likely to find your article.

	


	Authors
Provide all author names (maximum 6 allowed) and affiliations. The corresponding author’s email address must be provided.

	


	Abstract/ Summary
This is freely available online and is the equivalent of an abstract. Use a maximum of 200 words summarising the case presentation and outcome. We need a good flavour of the case – emphasise the learning points

	


	Learning points/ Take home messages 3-5 bullets points
This is the most crucial part of the case – what do you want readers to remember when seeing their own patients?

	


	Background 
Outline why this case is important and of interest to other clinicians in the field.  Does it describe an unusual or novel occurrence, or a common health problem? The types of cases of interest include:
· Findings that shed new light on the possible pathogenesis of a disease or mechanism of therapy
· [bookmark: whatcases]Unique or rare presentations of a disease
· Novel diagnostic procedures or treatments  
· New or unexpected associations between symptoms and diseases
· Presentations, diagnoses and/or management of rare or new diseases
· Challenging diagnosis
· Unusual or unexpected effects of medical treatment

	


	Case presentation
Presenting features, symptoms and signs, relevant demographic information, relevant medical history of the patient.  If it is a case series, then details must be included for all patients. Provide appropriate images, however patient confidentiality must be maintained wherever possible.

	


	Investigation
Results of any relevant tests that were carried out, in particular those influencing decisions on patient management.
• All investigations that create a background (baseline) picture are relevant.
• All investigations that are crucial to management decisions should be discussed in full – include the limitations of investigations.

	


	Treatment 
If relevant, provide a description of any treatment or intervention. Explain specific treatment decisions, including pharmacological and non-pharmacological.  Give the generic name, dose and route of administration for drugs.

	


	Outcome and follow-up  
• Always include follow-up data where you can; this gives readers a clear understanding of outcome.
• The follow-up period should be defined.
• Please state whether the patient has died.

	


	Discussion 
This is the opportunity to describe mechanisms of pathology/injury, guidelines and their relevance, diagnostic pathways (use diagrams if you like) and the points of interest of the case.
• Include a very brief summary of similar published cases.
• A brief summary of relevant clinical guidelines is important.
• Did you have to make an exception?
• Did you have to adapt the guidelines?

	


	Funding statement
Please detail all of the sources of funding relevant to the research reported in the following format:
‘This work was supported by the Medical Research Council (grant numbers xxxx, yyyy); the Wellcome Trust (grant number xxxx); and Tommy’s Baby charity (grant number xxxx).’
Where research has not been funded please state the following: ‘This research did not receive any specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sector.’

	


	Declaration of interest
Actual or perceived conflicts of interest for all authors must be declared in full. Please either (a) declare that there is no conflict of interest that could be perceived as prejudicing the impartiality of the research reported; or (b) fully declare any financial or other potential conflict of interest.

	


	Patient consent
Include a statement confirming that written informed consent has been obtained from the patient (or patient’s guardian) for publication of the submitted article and accompanying images.

	


	References 
All references cited in the text must be included in the reference list and vice versa. Cite references in the text in numerical order. References should be formatted as follows:
1. See RH, Calvo D, Shi Y, Kawa H, Luke MP & Yuan Z. Stimulation of p300-mediated transcription by the kinase MEKK1. Journal of Biological Chemistry 2001 276 16310–16317. 
2. Royer P. Hormonal regulation of calcium metabolism: biology and pathology. In Pediatric Endocrinology, edn 2, ch. 6. Pp 477-543. Eds J-C Job & M Pierson. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1991.

	
 

	Legends to tables/figures/videos 
Insert text of legends to any figures or tables. Tables, images and videos (maximum 3) should be uploaded separately during online submission. Choose only what illustrates your case most effectively and ensure that the patient cannot not be recognised by cropping the image as close as possible.
We encourage colour images and videos.

	




	PLEASE SAVE YOUR TEMPLATE WITH THE FOLLOWING FORMAT:
Submitting author’s last name and date of submission
 e.g. Smith_July_2022.doc
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